RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYER
for myself, for I was their attraction, but, unluckily, did not attract. Our non-success may in part, I think, be attributed to the fact that, outside of the cities of New York State which I had previously visited, I was little known at this time; and then, too, the whole country was laboring under the stress of the terrible financial panic which swept it during the year 1873. It seemed too bad, for the entertainment was a worthy one. Sometimes we were much encouraged by the favor of our audiences, and we were often told that when we came back the theater would be crowded; but on our return to these same places the theaters were by no means full. I used to hear the forerunners, or agents, of the different "shows," as they were called, bragging about the enormous business done by the companies which they represented. I had seen some of these companies, and I wondered why they should be doing so well and we so badly. I have since discovered that theatrical agents are not always noted for veracity. Messrs. Ringgold and Rockwell kept the 163an equal 11                    161siastic regarding the production of
